Heartwood Nursery News
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Native Plants: Ecofriendly Beauty for the
Natural World in your Backyard

Heartwood's American Holly 'Sundown' Is Named
2026 Holly of the Year

I'm honored to share that one of my best Hollies, the native American
Holly llex opaca 'Sundown’, has been chosen as the 2026 Holly of the
Year. This distinction is given by the Holly Society of America Research &
Development & Test Holly Program and Holly of the Year Committee.

Meeting the criteria for this distinguished designation requires years of
research and dedicated observation. Most of us have heard the old
saying “Oaks from little acorns grow.” But have you ever witnessed the
growth progression of a Holly tree from a tiny seed?

You can learn what went into finding and growing our award-winning
‘Sundown'’ selection from my new post on our blog, "Walk a Native Plant
Path."

--Sue Hunter, Owner, Heartwood Nursery



https://www.heartwoodnursery.net/post/heartwood-nursery-american-holly-sundown-is-named-2026-holly-of-the-year
https://www.heartwoodnursery.net/post/heartwood-nursery-american-holly-sundown-is-named-2026-holly-of-the-year

Into the Holly Forest We Go

Fifty people -- Holly fans, families, gardeners, and industry growers --
joined our Holly Forest Walk, December 7, to learn about and enjoy
hundreds of Hollies filled with berries in their winter glory.

Happening in the Greenhouse: Cleaning
American Cranberry Viburnum and
Pawpaw Seeds

January is the perfect month for R\‘\L-.—‘_'-'!‘,!m\ _
cleaning pulp from dormant seed.  { =% \" :
Native Cranberry Viburnum seed

requires two years of exposure to
the elements after being sown into

containers. Germination usually

occurs the second year, and the

seedlings quickly grow into a
saleable size.

Some grow Pawpaw to eat the fruit. At
Heartwood, we grow Pawpaw for the seed.
Collection begins in September when the
fruit is ripe. Seed is stored in double plastic
bags in the refrigerator until cleaning time
in January. In February, we sow the seed
in the greenhouse and then patiently wait
about 5 months for the seed to begin to
germinate!




Want a Winter Workout? Consider Invasive
Species Removal

Familiarizing yourself with local invasives is important. Winter is a good
time to cut and pull invasives to make space in the spring for natives that
need more room to thrive. Invasives are easier to identify when native
plants are dormant, and winter allows better access to areas choked with
invasives, as seen in this photo of barberry that was eliminated in winter.

Need help restoring your property? Campisi Property Services LLC offers
invasive removal. Click here to connect with them.
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Trending: Native Fruit Growing

More gardeners and homeowners are interested in growing their own
native fruit, according to the Pennsylvania Horticulture Society Top 10
Gardening_Trends for 2026.

We're delighted that our annual June Serviceberry Festival gets a
shoutout in the list. Want to plant native fruit? Consider the beautiful
Serviceberry tree.



https://www.facebook.com/campisipropertyservicellc
https://phsonline.org/for-gardeners/gardeners-blog/top-gardening-trends-2026
https://phsonline.org/for-gardeners/gardeners-blog/top-gardening-trends-2026
https://www.heartwoodnursery.net/serviceberry-festival

Take good care if you're getting the winter storm this weekend.
Winter will have us in its grasp for a while, but our Children's
Garden holds the promise of spring renewal.

NURSERY

Home ' Hollies

Contact About Us

Visit Us!
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